[image: image1.png]HUB
-t NETWORK SHEFFIELD





Disability Hub
6 December 2017
Actions and notes
Attendees
· Andrew Crooks (AC), Disability Sheffield

· Beth Speake, Sheffield Hallam University

· Craig Williams (CW)
· Deborah Sunday, Disability Sheffield

· Eleanor Bamber, DWP

· Enid Bensa
· Gail Davies, community volunteer

· Gemma Gervis, Disability Sheffield

· Grace Parry, Disability Sheffield

· Ian Furness, DWP

· James Lock, OPUS

· Jasmine Warwick
· John Quinn (JQ)
· Kathryn Littlewood, DWP/Disability Sheffield

· Laura Hegarty, Showroom Cinema/Women's Hub
· Laura Stannard, Choice Support UK

· Lee Harker
· Lisa Markham, Sheffield Feminist Network/Women's Hub

· Liz Biggin, Sheffield City Council (SCC) Libraries

· Lorraine Briscoe, Action on Hearing Loss

· Martin Brighton, VolComHelp

· Paul Mascall
· Rachel Sanchez (RS), SCC Equalities and Involvement

· Sam Walby (SW), OPUS

· Sheba Tabani-Shaikh, SCC
· Stevie-Anne Melia
· Suzanne Eusman, Autism Plus

· Virginia Moyo
Apologies
· Jeannie Henderson, Sheffield Hallam University

· Kath Housley, LGBT Sheffield

· Louise Alford, Sheffield Hallam University

· 
Paul Taylor, SCC
· Sarah Osborne-Green, Fable Charity

· Saskia Peet, Sheffield Safe Places

· Stacey Anderson, Women's Hub

Actions

· Submit application to Festival of Debate and dates for subgroup (Item 4) – AC
· Send SW information about Sheffield’s Access Guide (Item 4) – RS
· Give update from SCC on taxi issues at next Hub meeting (Item 7b) – AC, VB
· Report on SCC’s transport policy via Equality Hub Network Newsletter and Disability Hub Members (Item 7b) – MB, AC
Welcome and introductions (Item 1)
Welcome and apologies were noted.
Feedback Disability Hub meeting 27 September 2017 (Item 2)
· Update on actions – confirmed the Domestic and Sexual Abuse strategy workshop was advertised.
· Disability Hub consultation exercise docs to be made available once SCC webpage developed and Wordpress/blog page established. In the meantime docs are available on request from Andrew or Rachel. A larger consultation would take place next year.
· Taxi/transport update – Rachel helping Val implement and have published a complaint template on SCC licensing page. Asked for comments.
· Guest PhD researcher – requested participants/sharing of request for her research on women who have experienced rape/abuse and their problems with benefit claims. No timeline as such.
Feedback Equality Hub Network Board 19 October 2017 (Item 3)
· Reminder to the Disability Hub that John and Craig feed in to the Equality Hub Network Board.
· JQ and CW said they were happy to be supported in their roles representing the Disability Hub.
Festival of Debate - Getting disability on the agenda Spring 2018 (Item 4)

· Sam Walby from OPUS talked about involvement in Festival of Debate – started in run-up to last election to get people interested in politics.
· Run various events, not debates in formal sense but Q&As, screenings, keynote speakers.
· Hub volunteers could run a collaborative event and get possible funding for speakers/venue hire. Now Then magazine gets word out.
· Lots of opportunities. If passionate on a topic, they could help make this heard. Need ideas by Christmas. Needs finalising by Jan. Does Hub want to use opportunity? Event will be Apr-Jun. Annual if too short notice. Andrew to submit application. (Action AC)
· Comments on booklets: making sure accessibility info in there (use accessible venues) and clear information for people with autism. Use Disability Now, Andrew will signpost to this.
· Point of contact for queries is hello@festivalofdebate.com. (DisabledGo) Sheffield’s Access Guides – Rachel will send info to OPUS. Physical presentation important. (Action RS)
· Breakout groups were set up and asked what anyone would like to do and on what topics. The options discussed were:

· Transport

· Social Care Green Paper

· Access/communication

· There was a vote on peoples priorities from the options:

· Transport 7
· Social Care Green Paper 13
· Access/communication 3
· Names were taken for volunteers for a sub group:

· Lisa

· Stevie

· Laura Hegarty

· Grace

· Jasmine

· Lee

· Paul

· John

· What are the real issues in the broad ‘social care’ topic? Want more people to come than just those with disabilities. Andrew to send around some dates. (Action AC)
Disability Hub Priorities and Activities plan (Item 5)

Priorities and Activities plan was agreed and noted.
Community Partners Department for Work and Pensions (Item 6)
· Kathryn Littlewood, Lead Community Partner, joined by colleague Eleanor, Young Persons Community Partner. Team designing and delivering internal (eg work coaches) and external (eg hoping for police in future) training on disability.
· Also talked about other projects – jobs instead of day centre, PAs supporting people in the workplace (working with York Uni), easy read language on DWP letters for people with learning disabilities. Independent Lives doing a project. Comments:
· Retraining, having to self-fund because going to college means I can go to work. Why not under permitted work?
· Noise cancelling earphones for people with autism in the job centre. A possibility?
· Outsourced agency people being trained? No.

· Kathryn also talked about health and work conversation – work coach contract. Employment law/Equality Act event by Best Solicitors on 7 March.
Action Group Sessions (Item 7)
Access and Housing (Item 7a)
· This group will be interested in access in the widest sense, but much of the feedback relating to this topic was in relation to housing.
· Need to write to Hub supporters to take part. (Action AC, JQ, CW)
Transport Action Group (Item 7b)
· Val sent notice that the template had still not been set up on the Licensing page.
· It is hoped further news on issues will be available at next Hub meeting (Action AC, VB).
· Martin Brighton taking forward 2 issues about dropped kerbs and a single ticketing strategy to aid integrated transport services. (Action MB, AC)
· Report on SCC’s transport policy via Equality Hub Network Newsletter and Disability Hub Members. (Action AC, VB).
Employment (Item 7c)
· Consider Getting On Keeping On (GOKO) research project when published.
· On-going ESA (Employment and Support Allowance) assessments and discuss Universal Credit at some stage.

· Potential to work with the Centre for Welfare Reform on Basic Income research.
Social Care and Isolation (Item 7d)
· Discussion on the real issues in the broad ‘social care’ topic.
· Potential for survey using Citizen Space.
Information sharing (Item 8)
Close
Sheffield City Council’s Citizen Space

You can take part in consultations that interest you, and sign up for alerts on a wide range of topics, including ones for the Equality Hub Network. Visit https://sheffield.citizenspace.com.

Date of future meeting
Tuesday 27 March 2018, (1.30pm for 2pm (start) to 4pm, The Circle
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